
THE DECADES LONG PERSISTENCE OF GUN VIOLENCE IN COMMUNITIES OF 
COLOR SHOWS THAT   OUR CURRENT APPROACH IS NOT WORKING.

trusting and empowering those 
directly impacted by exposure to gun 
violence to decide what the response 
should look like.

THERE ARE   SOLUTIONS   WE CAN IMPLEMENT TODAY 

IF WE ADOPT ONE SIMPLE APPROACH: 

The benefits experienced by communities of color in exchange 
for violent police intervention may be minimal at best. 

For example, when a  Black or Latinx  person is fatally shot, the likelihood that local 
detectives will catch the culprit is only   35%.

• 

For gun assaults, the arrest rate is:• 

The public health approach treats violence as an epidemic (like communicable diseases) recognizing that 
both  the victim and the perpetrator  are impacted by violence because of direct experiences with harm 
and thus provide resources to both groups to prevent future violence.6 

There are many successful organizations led by people of color,

Evidence-Informed and Community-Endorsed 
Violence Prevention Programs 

Black and Latinx individuals in particular, that use a public health approach.

National, state, and local policy makers must give people of color addressing gun violence the funds to take on 
this issue and rely on their expertise and experiences when deciding how to address gun violence in communities 
of color; and Philanthropic stakeholders and partners should center the voices of leaders of color who work to prevent 
gun violence and invest in their leadership. Until then, it is all too likely that these communities will continue to endure 
the physical, economic, and social consequences of this issue.

View the entire article here.
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3x more likely to be killed by 
police than white people.2  

Black 
people 
are

Outcomes appear to be stronger with groups led by Black and Latinx 
community members. When the local Chicago branch of Cure Violence 
first began its operations in the West Garfield Park neighborhood in 
2000, it experienced a 67 percent reduction in shootings.8 

-67%

9%
reduction

6%
reduction

a 9 percent reduction in the murder rate, 

a 6 percent reduction in the violent crime rate, 

and a 4 percent reduction in the property crime rate.7 
4%

reduction

Some members of heavily policed neighborhoods are pursuing  violence reduction strategies  that center 
positive interventions rather than criminal punishment.

Research has shown that in cities with  100,000 residents,  the addition of every 10 
organizations focusing on crime and community vitality results in

Studies suggest that increased investment in these types of community-led programs that 
result in higher and consistent salaries for community intervenors, more staff dedicated to a 
given region, and  better collaboration with other community-based organizations  may   
produce meaningful reductions in gun violence in their communities.9 

In some cities, per capita police spending ranges from 

$318 to as high as $772, 

Yet, cities, states, and local governments continue to invest   billions of dollars in policing 
while successful programs like these continuously fight to sustain their funding.10 

with cities like Oakland dedicating as much as  41.2 percent of their general fund expenditures to police.11   

The use of police to address 
gun violence in America has 
contributed to the 
persistence of gun violence 
in communities of color.

Those directly impacted by gun 
violence need long-term and 
sustainable resources to address the 
problem and the negative 
repercussions of the current 
response.

Instead of an over reliance on law 
enforcement as the solution to gun 
violence in these communities, we 
advocate for evidence-informed and 
community-endorsed violence 
prevention programs that are already 
being implemented by people of 
color throughout the nation. 

8 of the largest city police departments 
kill  Black men  at rates higher than 
the United States murder rate.1  

 
points fewer than when the victim is white.4 18%Which is

Investing in the Frontlines:
Why Trusting and Supporting Communities of
Color Will Help Address Gun Violence 
Key takeaways from the Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics article by 
Amber K. Goodwin and TJ Grayson

Police may jeopardize the safety of  women of color 
facing disproportionate rates of gun related 
domestic violence.3 

https://law.yale.edu/sites/default/files/area/center/solomon/document/gun_violence_in_america-_an_interdisciplinary_examination_jlme_dec_2020._final.pdf

